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Pub vote 
plan full 
of cheers! 

A NY niuvr that makes 
politic* a bit Ip** 
distant 1* welcome and 
Rochfbrd Council** plan to 
turn a pub into a polling 
station fit* that category 
The transformation of the 
Traveller* Joy pub into a bub 
of democracy is actually 
down to the absent e of any 
other suitable building 
available in the ward. 

Yet a* a radical wheeze to 
Ktngei up the voting process. 
It could set a precedent. 

The Government keeps 
looking for ways to persuade 
more people to vote. Sadly, it* 
last effort postal voting 
turned into a maelstrom of 
corruption. 

Pub voting, however, could be 
an altogether different 
matter Planting the ballot 
hoses w here people 
congregate in large number*, 
by choice, makes obvious 

Voters may also feel much 
more warmly towards the 
parliamentary process if they 
associate it with then 
favourite watering hole. 

One principle will have to be 
formally established, 
however vote before you 
drink. | 

Otherwise too many of the Xs 
on the ballot paper* are going 
to end up a* undecipherable 
squiggles. 

Playing with fire 

F OUR- YEAR-OLD Brandon 
Bourne*, of Southend, 
suffered horrific burns when 
he set himself on fire with a 
lighter. The novelty gadget 
that almost killed him was 
disguised as a mobile phone. 
Brandon's mum now want* to 
warn other parents and the 
message is obvious Don't buy 
gadgets like this if there are 
yuung children around. 

The people who manufacture 
these items should also take 
stock. 

Don’t play with fire. And 
don't mould toys round it 
either. 


OUR POLICY 

The Ccho first published in 
1969 u independent o I point 
cal parti** private mtarast i 
and government 

Our policy n lo provide our 
raadera with a news and inform* 
lion service (bat is fair, accurate 
and balanced 

We adhere to the Praia 
Complaint i CommUnon i Coda 
of Practice 

It you find an aw of tad m 
our pages, pteaae write, a-mail or 
telephone the editor tame contact 
panel on P2> 

Our policy la to correct mil 
rasas promptly and. where 
appropriate, to apologue 


m By JON 
I AUSTIN 

M ystery sun 
surrounds the 
deaths of n 
traveller con 
pie killed In a mobile 
home blaze nearly a year 
after the tragedy 
This Wednesday, the 
inquests will reopen into 
John, 44. and Kathleen 
McCarthy. 41. who died 
after flames destroyed 
their home at Dale Farm, 
the unauthorised part of 
the Cray* Hill’s Oak lj»ne 
traveller site. nenr 
Billericay. Inst May 
Yet an Essex Fire Service 
investigation has been 
unable to pinpoint the 
cause of the fire, despite an 
all-day “fingertip" forensic 
search. 

Gary JetTery. Essex Fire 
Service assistant division 
al officer, who led the 
Investigation, said "The 
caravan was totally 
destroyed and there was 
nothing left to identify if it 
was a fault of the electrics 
"Because of the amount 
of destruction to the home, 
unless there had been 
traces of petrol, it was very 
difficult to pinpoint the 
exact location it started." 

Police interviewed resi 
dents about what they saw 
before stating the fire was 
■■treated as a tragic 


ments 

other people it was probn 
bly a candle or electrical 
fault 

"Candles were used on a 
daily basis and there is noth 
tng to rule a candle out" 
The deaths of the couple, 
who were married for 21 
years and lived at the site 
for three years, sent shock 
waves through the large 
traveller community 
Their funeral in 
Rathkeale. County Limerick. 
Ireland, was described as 
one of the biggest ever 
traveller funerals with 
around 1 .000 mourners 
The couple’s two daugh 
ters Rosemarie. 12. and 
Melissa. 17. were treated 
for smoke inhalation after 
the fire and are still 
believed to be living with 
relatives at the site 
A Basildon Council 
report into whether to 



I Ashes - the site of the fire at Dale Farm last May 


Still no clue to 




■ Tragic - John and Kathleen McCarthy 


evict travellers from the 
camp stated they both have 
psychiatric problems and 
are being treated by coun- 
sellors because of the 
tragedy. 

They also left their son. 


Sean, who is in his early 20s. 

A post mortem found the 
couple died from smoke 
inhalation. 

The inquest takes place 
in Shire Hall. Chelmsford, 
on Wednesday al 10.43am 


Fire risk cannisters 
are still left at site 

RESIDENTS in Cray* Hill locals claim more and 
continue to complain of more are being diunped. 
gas canisters dumped Len Gridley from Oak 
around the village despite Road, said ho had seen sev 
claims from fire chiefs era! flytipped canisters 
they are being collected around the village and 
Around ten potentially even a caravan packed full 
explosive canisters some of them in his road 
of which had clearly been He said “These are a 
set on fire lay near the safety hazard to everyone, 
A127 entrance to Oak Lane yet Basildon Council and 
during the Easter break. the fire service seem pa* 
Essex Fire and Rescue pared to let them just build 
claim* it hits arranged re# up The ones by the A127 
ular collections of cants- over Easter were there for 
tors Horn the site, but about* week." 


Fire service documentary focuses on safety 


FIRE chiefs have used 
the controversial Dale 
Farm site to film a docu- 
mentary on fire safety 
for travellers aero** the 
country. 

The film will now be 
used by other fire servic- 
es to highlight potential 
fire risk* to travellers 
living on legal and unau- 
thorised camps national 

ly- 

Martln Trrvtlllon, 
Essex Fire Service com 


munity safety officer for 
Basildon, said the film, 
which used actor* at the 
site in Oak Lane. Grays 
Hill, was made with cash 
from the Essex Fire 
Service budget. 

He said: “After the 
tragic fire. Dale Farm 
was thought to be the 
most suitable location 
for the film. 

“Since the fire we have 
fitted free smoke alarms 
throughout the site and 


replaced fire hydrants 
which had been lamia 
i ced over. We now have a 
good relationship with 
the residents and a nyv 
tem is in place for Ihe col- 
lection of gas canisters. 

“They were very help 
rul In allowing us to use 
the site as a location for 
the film." 

Mr Trevililon said Ihe 
fire service had al*o 
been back lo Ihe site lo 
ensure II complies with 


fire safety regulations. 

He said: “There l*. of 
course, the possibility 
the site will eventual!) 
be granted planning per 
mission, so we have been 
ensuring there Is the cor- 
rect space between cara- 
vans and units to pre- 
vent fire spreading 

“In last year’s fire 
flames destroyed two 
units and damaged two 
other* because of the 
proximity. 


“We havr also been 
looking into fire access 
points, because part of 
Oak lame near to the 
A127 has been blocked 
oil and this could slow 
access by fire engines.* 
Dale Farm spokesman 
Richard Sheridan said: 
“The fire service came 
down to make the film. 
We understand how 
important it I* to get 
these things right after 
what happened " 




